Introduction

As the process of globalisation continues to gain momentum, Africa is still a dot on the map. The continent comprising of 13% of world’s populations, with more than 40% of this population below the age 20, has only 2% of the world telephone lines and only 0.4% of the content on the worldwide web. Recent studies show that African consumers pay among the highest telecommunications tariffs in the world, despite having some of the world’s lowest per capita income. 

Until recently, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) developments within Africa have been among the slowest in the world.  Excluding South Africa, sub-Saharan Africa has fewer than one line per 100 inhabitants and over 50% of these lines are in urban areas, whereas over 70% of the population is rural.  

The question is how long will Africa, with its enormous potentials in terms of population and other resources, continue to remain a sleeping giant? Recognising this potential, it is obvious that the continent of Africa has not been able to benefit much from the information revolution because facilities have not been made available. The current telecommunication infrastructure is inadequate to meet the challenge of the information age. The average cost per line is $4,500 compared to the industry average of $1,500 and Africa still pays $400 million a year in transit fees to route calls through Europe.

While the impact of the information revolution is tremendous, the existing infrastructure, socio-economic, cultural, and political situations pose major difficulties in introducing, implementing and diffusing the new technologies for internetworking. China, for example, installed more telephone lines in a year than the total installations in Africa over a century. The technology and funds are not necessarily the major inhibiting factors, but the will and awareness do not seem to be present in the continent, although the poor telecommunication system has made the matter worse.

It is time the continent realises the potentials of the African youths. Considering the knowledge-based nature of the ICT, it will be difficult, if not impossible, for Africa as a continent to effect development in ICTs without an actively participating and youthful labour force.

African countries should collectively promote sustainable development and capacity building of the youth by taking advantage of ICT as a veritable catalyst.

It should be recognised that the bulk of the ICT - based workforce in most developed countries is the youth.  Therefore, Africa must lay a solid foundation for ICT development. We cannot and should not depend solely on foreign partnership for our development. Sustainability depends on the knowledge base and skills of the people using this technology. Africa can turn our digital divide into digital opportunity by acknowledging and supporting the intrinsic potentials of the youth for the present and the future.

The African youth deserve investment opportunities for their development. These investments must move beyond solving problems and promoting academic achievements.  Rather, these investments must support a full range of positive outcomes geared at getting information technologies to the doorstep of the African youth irrespective of the location in the continent.

The envisaged conference will look into ICT issues that have been identified for presentation and discussion. The main focus is youth, gender, e-health, and how technology can help in building democratic societies. The list is not exhaustive and ideas are welcome.

· Overview of ICT Situation in Africa, Asia, Europe.

· Infocomm Technology and the Internet Scenarios from Africa, Asia, Europe.

· Empowerment in the economy knowledge management through ICT.

· The management and utilisation of Information.

· Culture and Technology Mapping of the landscape for the 21st century.

· ICT enabling and empowering the world community.

· Creating Web pages: Maintenance and Networking.

· The Role of ICT in Technical and Vocational Education and Training in the 21st Century.

· Globalisation and ICT: The role of governments, private sectors and civil society in Information sharing.

· Youth and ICT for Development.

· Youth leadership role in the information knowledge age.

· Empowering the rural Youth through increased access to agricultural information using ICTs.

· Strategies and opportunities for ICT business development under NEPAD.

This envisaged conference is in line with Alexandria Youth Employment Summit Declaration for the Youth. It is therefore believed to be a strategic move in main streaming youth ICT issues into affective ICT development programmes of the private, Government and public sectors, by assisting policy-makers and their policy development experts in forming youth ICT policies and programmes.

Support of the Africa Youth Information Communication Conference is important because of two main reasons.  One, it will draw young men and women from all corners of Africa continent and two, the youth participants themselves are taking the lead in the organization of the event. Hence, we beg the indulgency of all Africa youth, especially, the National Youth Council, Youth Organisations, and public and private sectors to work together in the realization of these essential objectives for our collective future.  

Aims and Objectives 

· To provide young people in all parts of Africa with easy access to information and knowledge resources.
· Access local information and knowledge resources for community. 

· Access by youth to the international and regional institutions that influence global development and trends in the ICT sector.
· To highlight the importance of ICT to the management and administration of National Youth Councils in Africa. 
· Raise awareness of the best practices in the use of ICT in Africa. 
· Lobby for technical and financial support for the provision of ICT resources to youth and youth organisations in Africa. 
· Enable National Youth Councils to draw up action plans for ICT development.
· Exchange ideas and innovations in the field of ICT.

Conference Modalities

A panel of experts will address the conference on the past, present, and future experiences of their region in information and technology.  Countries will be grouped in sequence of experiences and languages to address their specific needs.

Conference
The conference will be held from 11-20 August 2003 in Namibia (Windhoek) and will bring together about 200 young people of Africa.  It will also be will be attended by academics, Development workers, media practitioners, and ICT experts from Africa and other countries.  

The deliberation of this conference will focus on Africa youth having access to ICT and how as young people they can relate their needs to those of their communities.

Presentation from governmental institutions, the private sector, NGOs, youth agencies, and youth councils will form an important interaction among youth and partners in youth development.
Conference Participation

Participants in the conference will be National Youth Councils within the Africa continent, youth organizations, ICT experts, and Government Ministers. 

Conference Preparation and Coordination
The envisaged conference will be jointly organized by National Youth Council of Namibia and the World Assembly of Youth (WAY) in conjunction with the Ministry of Higher Education, Training, and Employment Creation; Ministry of Basic Education, Sport and Culture; Ministry of Information Broadcasting; and Private Sectors.  The preparation of the conference will be done by a National Preparatory Team composed of representatives of National youth organizations, youth institutions, University and Teacher College and Polytechnic of Namibia, NYC, WAY, MBESC, MHVST, Private sectors, and ISP suppliers.

The Conference Preparatory team inauguration will be done by the Minister responsible for youth affairs and it will have its first meeting to discuss the objective of the conference and how best it should be organized, learning from different experiences.  The preparatory team will try to be transparent and to decentralize and share responsibilities.

National Youth Council of Namibia (NYC)

National Youth Council of Namibia was established in 1994 by law of the Republic of Namibia as a general youth assembly forum to which youth organizations and groups can affiliate voluntarily. Its main aim is to co-ordinate youth issues, to advise the minister responsible for youth affairs and to promote unity among the Namibian youth for development and social progress.

Ministry of Higher Education, Training and Employment Creation

The Ministry of Higher Education, Training and Employment Creation was created as a government agency which focuses on creating an enabling environment for youth to tackle their own problems and facilitates youth programmes at national and international levels. It is also entrusted with the responsibility of monitoring and evaluating youth development programmes and policies.
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